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OBSEBVATIONS IN SEVBEAL VOYAGES AND 
TEAVELS IN AMEEICA IN THE YEAE 1736. 1 

(From The London Magazine, July, 1746.) 
(Continued from page 158.) 

In leaving the Lowlands of Maryland, and passing into Vir- 
ginia, you find the Scene greatly alter'd; and Hills and Dales, 
with more frequent Plantations, seem, entirely, to take off the 
Budeness of the Country's aspect. The Roads, also, thro' the 
two Counties of Acomooo and Northampton, save here and 
there, are equal to most in England; tho' not near so commo- 
dious, as in the Counties on the other Side of the Bay. You 
pass over several considerable Rivers, and Branches, and find 
many lofty and commodious Bridges ; whilst the same Hospital- 
ity, Simplicity and Honesty reigns amongst the Inhabitants, 
as in the Part of Maryland I have just traced ; Indeed, you find 
greater, and more considerable Marks of Opulency; and we be- 
gin to regale with excellent Wines, and good Brandies and Eum, 
and, here and there, with English Porter, which is imported 
generally in Bottles. Trade, also, seems to flow in a brisker 
Channel, and the Stores of the Merchants to be better pro- 
vided ; nor are the Gentlemen a little vain, of their being of the 
King's Government, and look down with an Air of Contempt, 
upon the neighbouring Patentee Colonies. 

iThe gentleman, who has appeared in our collection, under the char- 
acters of Americus, Cynicus, Cimber, Historicus, is the author of the 
Itinerant Observations in America. 
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The Inhabitants on the Western Shore, are supply'd with 
prodigious Quantities of Beef, Pork, and Grain from this East- 
ern Shore, as they call them, by Way of Distinction; to whom 
they give, also, ironically, the Epithet of Buckskins, alluding 
to their Leather Breeches; and the Jackets of some of the Com- 
mon People; which is, all over Virginia, as great a Reproach, 
as in England; to call a Man Oaf, or Clown, or Lubberkin. This 
Eastern Shore is a Neck of Land, resembling a Peninsula, hav- 
ing its Junction, in about 40° 1ST. with the Main Land, some- 
what above Annapolis, near Baltimore and Elsingburgh, upon 
the Frontiers of Pensilvania, where the Delaware Bay, and 
Eiver, forms, to the East, and the Heads of Chesapeak Bay, to 
the Westward, a kind of Isthmus; and thence trending away 
South-Easterly, terminates at Cape Charles, nearly in Lat. 37°, 
and is one of the Arms, that confines the Noblest Bay in the 
Universe, th»' with all Winds it is not so convenient to ride in, 
as having a dangerous Plenty of Sands, Sholes, and Reefs, that 
have prov'd very often full of Distress. In this Bay, the whole 
Navies of Great Britain, Holland and France might ride at 
Anchor; it being, from Magidi Bay to the Entrance of York 
River, more than 20 Miles over; and into which, a Number of 
the noblest navigable Rivers disembogue themselves, which you 
may, as far as Eyes can reach, see overspread with waving 
Forests of European Vessels, and a lesser Tribe, who trade from 
Shore to Shore, and exchange their own Products for those of 
their Neighbours. The common Harbour of the Men of War, 
in this Station is Sarah's Creek, on the Glocester Side of York 
River; which a late Commander, the thrice renown'd Sir Yel, 
Peace be to his Ashes — render'd as shamefully famous, as ever 

Turtle Bay was render'd by P or E s; or Hobcaw, by 

some others. But to return, we made two Stages, from Acomoco 
Court House; lying at Pongoteag the first Night, and at the 
Ferry House at Magidi Bay (where a Chaloupe attends to trans- 
port Passengers and their Horses to York, Norfolk, Glocester, 
James Town, or other Parts, at a Pistole a Horse and Man) the 
second Day, being two Days and a half from the Line, the Dis- 
tance being more than 100 Miles from Snow Hill in Mary- 
land. There are no considerable Towns on this Shore, only a 
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few scatter'd Hamlets, particularly, at the Court Houses of the 
two Counties, which renders them far less polite, than the In- 
habitants on the other Side of the Bay, where large Towns 
abound, and, which are the Rendezvous of the several Tobacco 
Fleets that sail from Europe; but to their Honesty, and Kind- 
ness to one another, and to Strangers, be justly calFd the Blysian 
Fields of Virginia. I shall have, again, Occasion to mention 
this Part of the Colony, I find, when I begin to enter into the 
Nature of the Tobacco Trade. 

No sooner the Morning dawn'd than we rous'd from our Beds, 
and address'd ourselves to our Voyage, in one of those delicious 
Mornings, in which Nature seems to take Pride, in displaying 
her whole Profusion of Charms; and when a Wretch must be 
quite inanimate, not to rejoice with the whole Creation, at the 
infinite Kindness and Benevolence of Providence. All hail! 
Eternal Sovereign of the Universe! Low, on the sandy Beach, 
surrounded with these venerable Shades, and whilst the Waves 
are laying at my Feet, let me adore the great, the awful Dis- 
positions of thy creating Wisdom ! Alas ! how my importance 
droops, and how inconsiderable I appear; when, but now, I 
imagin'd myself one of the Lords of this Globe, and rashly sug- 
gested to myself, that all these mighty Stores of Blessings, were 
intended to solace and delight Mankind alone ! But if so, why 
are the most remote Regions so bespangled with thy Goodness; 
Regions but lately known, and yet, scarce one ten thousandth 
Part peopled? My Mind opens — ; surety, thy wise Intention 
was to excite the Benevolence of thy more happy Creatures, and 
to make thy saving Health known to all Nations, by spreading 
the Knowledge of true Religion and Virtue, even amongst the 
sable Inhabitants of these lovely Deserts. 

After being victualled for our Voyage, which generally em- 
ploys three or four Hours, and we had gotten our Baggage and 
Part of our Attendants on board, we ourselves step'd into a 
small Punt [A very small and dangerous Sort of Canoa, liable 
to be overturn'd by the least Motion of the Sitters in it. The 
Negroes manage them very dextrously, with a Paddle.], and put 
off to the Shallop; which by Reason of the Shallowness of the 
Water, lay at Anchor near a Mile from Shore, and beyond a 
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very ugly Reef, on which the Waves broke with great Fury; at- 
tended by Scores of Porpoises, who were wantoning about us. 
We had very nearly gained the Vessel, when two of these stupid 
Hogs came souse against one Side of the Punt, and overtum'd 
us just upon the Back of the Shoal. 

The Pain we are sensible of in our last Moments, must be 
very trivial, when no foregoing Apprehension of our Dissolu- 
tion has intruded itself on our Minds, fraught with all the 
gloomy Terrors, so naturally representant to us, on this awful 
Occasion. Here, no real Danger, at first, could be imagin'd; 
for being good Swimmers, a Circumstance of great Account in 
traveling in this Country, the escaping on Shore again, could 
be no great Trouble; but in the very first Stroke, bruising my 
Arm against the Buoy of the Anchor, I was so disabled, as to 
be driven with the Tide, precipitately, and with so much Vio- 
lence, into the Current, running swiftly out to Sea, that I soon 
lost all Sense of my forlorn Condition. Reflection, as near as 
I can guess, did not long remain, and 1 two Seconds put me into 
the State of an Inanimate. Only continued Roarings, and vari- 
ous unform'd Sounds, introduced upon my Ears for some Time, 
and then, as it were, I ceas'd to be. King of Terrors ! thou per- 
petual and everlasting Dread of the human Race, in how many 
different Ways thou surprizest unhappy Mortals! No Fences 
can keep thee out, and thou work'st thy Purposes, often, with the 
most unforeseen, and most minute Instruments ! Lingering, all 
pale and emanciated, on a Bed of lengthen'd Sickness; all but 
the deploring Eye, and the conscious Principle, lost to their 
Functions; how dreadful the Situation! But, prepar'd by a 
constant Endeavour to do good, and inspir'd with a Regard to 
the Dictates of Morality and Virtue, conducted by a humane 
Turn of Mind; how eligible this quick Transition from Life to 
Death ! Here, then, is one principle Qualification of a Traveller, 
so to conduct his Steps as to be ready at every Stage, to enter 
that Eternal Mansion or Resting Place, where Pains shall lose 
their Sting, and Cares shall vex no more! Hurry'd down the 
Stream thus, and quite lost to myself, I had soon been lost to 
my Friends, had not my worthy Associate pursu'd my floating 
coarse, and overtaken it, at near half a Mile from the Vessel: 
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When, instantly, seizing me by one Arm, and getting me on his 
Shoulders, he recover'd a Canoa, which had been dispatch'd 
from Shore, after us; and, in my first signs of recover'd Sense, 
I found myself in Bed, surrounded by a weeping Crew, and my 
dear Deliverer spent with Fatigue by me, in a little better Situ- 
ation than myself. 

But, ah! thou 'rt fled, and now exists no more, 

In mortal semblance; dearest shade, attend! 

Ah! hover over me with thy angel wings! 

And chase away the grief that hurts my soul; 

Cou'd rocks and sands, or warring waves, conjoin'd, 

With howling winds, or all the hideous tribe 

Of savages, that prowl the desart waste; 

Could these and more have wing'd thy latest hour, 

We jointly then had rend'r'd up our breath, 

Happy to fall united! Now alone, 

I wander comfortless from place to place, 

And, like the shipwreck'd mariner, aghast, 

On some curs'd barren shelve, I seek in vain, 

With wandering eyes for help in my despair. 

[This Gentleman died afterwards in Jamaica.] 

The first Emotion I experienced, was that of the most live and 
piercing Gratitude to Providence, and the Arm that saved from 
the deep Abyss ; that Cave of continued Destructions. 

[See some Lines under the Title of Fidenia, or the Explana- 
tion, in the London Magazine, March, 1744, page 147.] 

In two or three Days we embark'd, being perfectly recover'd, 
and address'd ourselves once more to the Passage ; and here, how 
can I help sketching out the various Beauties and Adornments 
of Nature, that elucidated our pleasing Voyage? Suppose us 
now near ten Miles from either Shore, about the Meridian of 
one of the most transporting Days, that could have occurred for 

us, whilst 

every storm 

Is hush'd within its cavern, and a breeze, 
Soft-breathing, lightly with its wings, along 
The slacken'd cordage glides; the sailors ear 
Perceives no sound, thro'out the vast expanse, 
None but the murmurs of the sliding prow, 
Which gently parts the smooth and azure main. 

— Glover. 
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The golden Eays of the Sun darting thro' the Gloom of the 
surrounding Woods, and reflected upon the translucent Face of 
the watry Plain, gave so lively a Perspective Draught of the cir- 
cumjacent Country, that we were at a Loss whether to fix our 
admiring View upon the Eeality, or the Representation. These 
Woods, every where diversify'd with interspersed Plantations, 
by their Reverend Gloom, seemed the Retreat of some antient 
Druids; nor could I forbear a kind of Reverence for so awful a 
Scene, really much calculated for a Sear of Superstitious Rites 
and Ceremonies; where not a Sign of the softest Zephyr, but in 
a mournful, melancholy Whisper, is heard thro', the whole 
Forest, and seems even to form articulate sounds: Whilst now 
and then the long pausing Scream of the Turky, or the quick, 
smart Cry of the Paroque, interrupts the responsive Lays of the 
Turtle, and the rest of the musical Choir, and passes in thrilling 
Chorus from Grove to Grove, from Brake to Brake; whilst imi- 
tative Echo fondly retains the Sound. Who can, here, help re- 
calling to his Mind, the Fauns and Satyrs of the Antients ; their 
Fables of Diana and her Virgin Train, and their whole beauti- 
ful Decoration of the Sylvan Scene? When these Fables were 
first sung, even the now despoiled and desart Regions of Achaia, 
and the Territories of Italy, Gaul and Britain, bore just such an 
Aspect; so buried in the Depth of almost impassable Woods, 
and the Inhabitants of some of them little more civiliz'd than 
the Indian Natives of these Regions. And no doubt but in Pro- 
portion to the Increase of our Colonies, the Manners of the 
antient Possessors may be polish' d, and their brutal Fierceness 
tam'd; seeing so many potent Nations are exhausted, already, 
by their intestine Wars, or Broils with the Europeans, that they 
are in the whole America not of half so much Importance as 
they were 100 Years ago. Nay, many of the Nations live 
amongst the English, there being several Settlements of them 
in New-England, Maryland, Georgia, &c, and in the first nam'd 
Place, whole Tribes who have embrac'd the Christian Religion, 
and have Teachers of their own set apart to the Ministry. Like 
our Preoccupiers, the Antient Britons, the Indians perform all 
religious Ceremonies and Mysteries in the deepest Retreat of 
the Woods; and inur'd from their Infancy to heroic Idleness, 
and Hunting for Subsistance, they esteem the open Savannah 
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or the Corn-Field, no farther than for Profit, whilst their choice 
Hours of Pleasure are generally sought in the Shade. I re- 
member .to have ask'd the famous Toanabowi, so caress'd in 
England some Years ago, by the Royal Family, how he lik'd 
that Country? He told me they were good People, but that it 
was a poor Country, and he could not live in it, because they had 
had no Woods nor Deer, but what were kept in some Gardens; 
for so he stil'd the Parks of England. [This Indian was kill'd 
at the Head of his People, valiantly fighting, as an Auxiliary 
Party to the English, by the Yamasees, in the year 1743, and 
was interr'd with military Honours at Fort William. He was 
Son to the Great Mico Tomo Chachi, and always bore an ex- 
treme Regard to the English. He had however this Satisfac- 
tion, to see most of the Yamasees cut off before he expir'd.] 
But to return: The Infinity of Sloops and Barks that appeared 
everywhere around^ the fine Vista's up York and James Rivers, 
and other navigable Streams, the prodigious Flights of Wild 
Fowl, that darken'd the Air, all in their native Strains hymning 
the Great Creator; the Albieores, Dolphins and Porpoises wan- 
toning on every Side, and a long, long View of wide Ocean, 
with a whole Fleet of Vessels in the Offing, tumbling in the 
Calm, and reeling their lofty, unsteady Heads; the Lowing of 
the Goodly Kine, the Bleating of the Sheep, the Neighing of 
the useful Steed, and the Cries of the laborious Husbandman, 
plung'd us into an admiring Extasy : Nor could we forbear to 
exclaim, How manifold are thy Works, Lord! In Wisdom 
hast thou made them all! The Earth is full of thy Riches: 
So is this great and Wide Sea, wherein are Things creeping in- 
numerable, both email and great Beasts: There go the Ships, 
&c. A delicious Moon-light Night succeeded this brilliant Day, 
and exhibited still new and more delectable Scenes of Wonder, 
and Millions of unknown Regions, the Work of an Eternal, un- 
bounded Creation. Lost in the Contemplation of these Bless- 
ings ! Struck with such a Field of Magnificence ! Exclamation 
and Rapture is succeeded by the Lowest Adoration, and the most 
unfeigned Praises ! 

Where'er we stir, where'er we look or move, 
All, all is him, and everywhere is Jove. 

— Lucan. 
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At eight the succeding Morning, we discover'd the red Clifts 
of York Town, and the opposite Town of Gloucester; and sure, 
nothing could form a more romantick Sight. The Place being 
eomewhat situated like Dover, and the Town standing on a 
Descent, you can only perceive 3 or 4 Houses at first View, and 
scarce any Thing presents itself but these steep, sandy Banks, 
dug into an infinite Number of Holes and Caverns, and the Bat- 
tery of Guns before the Town upon the Pitch of the Bluff. 

York-Town, Capital of the County of that Name, is situated 
on a rising Ground, gently descending every Way into a Valley, 
and tho' but stragglingly built, yet makes no inconsiderable 
Figure. You perceive a great Air of Opulence amongst the In- 
habitants, who have some of them built themselves Houses, equal 
in Magnificence to many of our superb ones at St. James's; as 
those of Mr. Lightfoot, Nelson, &e. Almost every considerable 
Man Keeps an Equipage, tho' they have no Concern about the 
different Colours of their Coach Horses, driving frequently 
black, white, and chestnut, in the same Harness. The Taverns 
are many here, and much frequented, and an unbounded Licen- 
tiousness seems to taint the Morals of the young Gentlemen of 
this Place. The Court-House is the only considerable publick 
Building, and is no unhandsome Structure. The amiable Hos- 
pitality I have just pass'd an Bulogium upon, on the other Side 
the Bay, seems on this Shore to have found no great Footing: 
Schemes of Gain, or Parties of Gaming and Pleasure, muddy too 
much their Souls, and banish from amongst them the glorious 
Propensity to doing good. The most considerable Houses are of 
Brick; some handsome ones of Wood, all built in the modern 
Taste; and the lesser Sort, of Plaister. There are some very 
pretty Garden Spots in the Town; and the Avenues leading to 
Williamsburgh, Norfolk, &e., are prodigiously agreeable. The 
Roads are, as I said before, some of the best I ever saw, and in- 
finitely superior to most in England. The Country surrounding 
is thickly overspread with Plantations, and the Planters live, in 
a Manner, equal to Men of the best Fortune ; some of them being 
possess'd of 500 or 1000£. a Year, Sterling. 

Gloucester, Hampton, and Norfolk, are Towns of near the 
same Structure, there being little Difference, save that at the 
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last mention'd Place, a Spirit of Trade reigns, far surpassing 
that of any other Part of Virginia. A great Number of Vessels 
are fitted out from thence, to trade to the Northward and the 
West Indies; and the Inhabitants are, from their great Inter- 
course with Strangers, abundantly more refin'd. But before I 
leave York entirely, I should just mention the Battery, that is 
the Defence of the Town, which at this Time was under the 
Direction of an aukward Engineer, by Trade a Barber, and is 
as despicably contriv'd for the Safety of the Place, as it, no 
doubt, would be conducted in a time of Danger. Indeed, Vir- 
ginia, is quite an open Country to the Incursions of an Enemy, 
having little to resist an Attack by Sea, but the Men of War 
station' d there, which are generally two or three. In a Land 
Expedition from the Natives, or French and Spanish, indeed, 
their Numbers, 'tis hop'd, will always protect them, seeing that 
they could assemble at the shortest Warning, a Militia of 18 or 
20,000 Men. They have also some Forts towards the Apalaches, 
which bridle the Indians, and secure the Trade with them. 

Williamsburgh is a most wretched contriv'd Affair for the 
Capital of a Country, being near three Miles from the Sea, is a 
bad Situation. There is nothing considerable in it, but the Col- 
lege, the Governor's House, and one or two more, which are no 
bad Piles; and the prodigious Number of Coaches that croud 
the deep, sandy Streets of this little City. It's very surprizing 
to me, that this should be preferr'd to James-Town, Hampton, 
or some other Situations I could mention. Here the Courts of 
Justice are held, and with a Dignity and Decorum, that would 
become them even in Europe. The present Lieut. Governor 
Gooch is much beloved by every one, and by his mild agreeable 
Disposition, diffuses Content every where around. The Posts 
that are most stickled for here are the Office of Secretary, which 
is said to be worth 900£. per Annum ; and the being Naval Of- 
ficers to the several Counties, which are places of good Profit. 

We embark'd at York, in a Sloop bound for Frederica in 
Georgia, immediately weigh'd, and past Cape Henry with a 
brisk and favourable Gale; but when we were abreast of Cape 
Hatteras, the Wind chop'd about, and drove us for 8 days suc- 
cessively off the Coast, in the most violent Storms that ever I 
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experienc'd; and having reckon' d it as only a Run of 3 or 4 
Days, our Provisions were too small in Quantity for the Time 
we were likely to remain in this Situation. Add to this, a Ves- 
sel that could hardly heep above the Water, she was so foul and 
rotten, and no Hands that could be of Service, but the Master, 
a Negro Fellow, and a Boy : For our Lading consisted of all the 
Scum of Virginia, who had been recruited for the Service of 
Georgia, and who were ready at every Turn to mutiny, whilst 
they belch'd out the most shocking Oaths, wishing Destruction 
to the Vessel and every Thing in her; nor would offer the least 
Hand to help in this Distress : Nay, they were not to be per- 
suaded even to go upon Deck for the Discharge of Nature: but 
performing all those Offices below, we began to fear a Plague, 
as well as Drowning. The Master, on the other Side, in a super- 
stitious Fit, was for casting Lots who should be the Jonah of the 
Ship, being sure, he said, there was some Murderer on board; 
and 'twas with Difficulty we kept him to his Duty, upon not 
complying with his Eequest. I shall never lose the Idea of this 
Creature and his Absurdities. Thus then we pass'd so many 
Nights and Days in miserable Want and Distress, expecting 
every Minute when the Sloop would part and founder in the 
drear Abyss. 

see forked glare 

The living lightning thro' the vast expanse, 

And hark, hoarse thunder growls with deaf'ning roar. 

See, born aloft, out mast pervades the skies, 

And now we're hury'd in the gulph below, 

Dreadful vicissitudes ! 

On the Ninth Day in the Morning the Wind happily eub- * 
sided, and on the Eleventh we found ourselves a-breast of Cape 
Fear; and then* to our great Satisfaction, a Wind sprung up, 
that in four Day more brought us to the End of our Voyage, 
weakened with Fatigue, and almost dead with Hunger, having 
liv'd for some Time on Biscuit and Indian Pease in small Quan- 
tities. We cast Anchor in St. Simian's Harbour, and imme- 
diately debarking, set out for Frederica. 

Ours is the useful life, tho' want and anguish, 

Famine, and all the various train of Evils, 

That human nature shrinks at, oft conspire 

To check our frailty in the glorious race. 
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TO THE AUTHOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 
Sir, 

I have sent you what Parts would be agreeable of my Friend's 
Performance for your Collection, and thank you for inserting 
them. His whole Work, of which these may serve as so many 
Specimens, will soon be sent to Press, and adorn'd with Draughts 
of the principal Places he has seen. The Reason I have not sent 
you his Account of New York and Albany, is, that they are too 
diffusive for your Design, and interwoven with several Disserta- 
tions, that would be too prolix for your Readers; for which 
Eeason I have also left out the Dissertation on the Tobacco 
Trade, and several Important Matters relative to Virginia and 
Maryland, which might not be so properly retail'd out in this 
Manner. The same Reasons I gave you [See London Maga- 
zine, March, 1746, p. 125.] for not touching further on Caro- 
lina and its City Charles-Town, and other Places; and as to 
his Voyages to and from Europe, Remarks on Scotland and the 
North of England, and coasting Voyage from thence, &c, they 
did not come within the Title we first set out under, viz., 
Itinerant Observations in America. As to his account of Flor- 
ida, you have the Substance of it in a Pamphlet lately publish'd 
by him. [Expedition to St. Augustine printed for T. Astley, 
in the Year 1744.] Thus having wound up my Bottom, it may 
not be amiss to give the Order in which it would be proper to 
peruse what Itinerant Observations you have in your Maga- 
zine, viz., to begin with March, 1746, then proceed to May, 
July, November, and December, 1746; then those in August, 
November, December, 1745; which preserves the Chain of the 
Narration. 

I am, Yours, &c, Anonymtjs. 



LETTERS TO THOMAS WALKER GILMER. 

The founder of the Gilmer family was Dr. George Gilmer, who was 
the son of William Gilmer, an advocate, and was born near Edinburgh 
in 1700. He studied medicine at the University of Edinburgh, and went 
to London to practice his profession with Dr. Ridgway. He married the 
daughter of his partner, and, in 1731, came to Williamsburg, in 



